McKnight Elementary PFA Meeting Minutes
October 7, 2020 at 7:00 pm
Microsoft Teams Meeting

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by President Jennifer Schroeder at 7:01
PM.
2. Approval of Minutes – Minutes from the 09/16/20 meeting were motioned for
approval. The motion was seconded, and the approval was unanimous.
3. PFA Checking Accounts – A motion was brought forth to close the PFA’s second
checking account that is currently not being used. The motion was seconded, and the
approval was unanimous.
4. Principal’s Presentation – Dr. Christopher Shute, Principal
• Our new head custodian, Jim Herzik, has been approved and started on Monday.
• With the School Board voting for students to return in-person, 5 days a week, we will
take this opportunity to go over how that will look for us here at McKnight Elementary.
• Survey: Families still have until Sunday to fill out their survey to determine
whether their children will attend MCK or NACA. Our MCK families are doing
well filling out the survey, but please know that you will receive daily reminders
until you complete it. We will have to begin making calls to those who have not
completed it.
• Schedule changes: The full-time in-person schedule will begin on November 4th.
Please remember that even though we are switching to full-time in-person, there
are several reasons that we may have to go back to hybrid or to full remote.
• Transportation: School busses are currently running with between 8-15 students
in the hybrid model. Changing to full time will shift the average to an expected
amount of about 32 students per bus. Please expect that children could be later
coming home those first few days. Pick up could also take a little longer.
• Lunch: To be able to remove their masks for lunch, children must be at least 6’
apart. Some students may need to rotate between eating in their classrooms
and eating in the cafeteria. Currently 2 students sit at each table, the shift to five
day instruction means 3 students will sit at each table.
• Recess: We can currently remove our masks for outside recess. With colder
weather on the way, we would still like to try to get the children outside as much
as possible. Please remember to dress appropriately. We will go outside unless
it is extremely cold or a blizzard. When we have indoor recess, the kids will keep
their masks on.
• Teacher assignments: There is a small possibility with kids coming in and leaving,
not just at MCK, but across the district, staff may have to shift.
• HyFlex Instruction: Starting on November 4, we will continue to live stream for
children who are quarantining or have symptoms. Lessons will not be recorded.

•

•

Student Schedules: Students will follow the same schedule as their hybrid, in
school days.
• Interventions: Families are hearing from our Specialists now.
Question and Answer Session
Q: Can kids bring their jackets and leave them in their lockers?
A: Absolutely. We are hoping that students will have their own locker, but we
cannot guarantee that.
Q: If kids are moved, will they be able to meet their new teacher beforehand?
Kindergarten students especially.
A: We are trying to work it out so they can meet teachers and potentially see their
new room and/or desk, but we cannot guarantee that.
Q: Will there be movements after this period?
A: There will be another choice for families at the next 9 weeks, so yes, there could
be the potential for another shift.
Q: If you need to move students to different sections will it just be one or more
students moving?
A: That will depend on how many students are coming in, as well as how many are
shifting within the other schools. The staffing model is for the entire district. We
will know about potential changes closer to November 4, and will inform families as
soon as the changes are defined.
Q: Will the presentation be posted somewhere?
A: Yes, we can include it with the meeting minutes and post onto the PFA website.
Q: If there are a large number of families picking up kids after school (due to bus
overcrowding), would you be able to open two entrances for pick up? To simplify,
you could separate kids alphabetically. I believe, right now, kids only use one
entrance to get to their bus. Will it stay that way?
A: Our pick-up and drop-offs need to be out of one location, currently. If something
changes, we could look at adding.
Q: When will school pictures be available?
A: There is not a specific date yet.
Q: Will there be intramurals?
A: Intramurals have been canceled for the first 9 weeks throughout the district.

5. President’s Updates – Jennifer Schroeder
• Today was the first Tiger Pride day. We were trying to unite all MCK and NACA
families. Gift card winners will be drawn and announced in the McKnight
Messages. We will be doing another Tiger Pride day next week.
• Grade level t-shirts were slightly delayed due to a printing problem, but the plan
is to receive them next week and then sort for delivery to in-person students the
week of October 19, and to NACA students during the next consumable pick up
on October 28.
i. We have received a few requests for shirts after the deadline, but we are
planning to open ordering again.
• Our first Grade Level T-shirt Day will be in November. Date TBD.
• Parties: Since we cannot go into the school to volunteer, we are seeking one
volunteer for each classroom (K-5) to assist in making Halloween happen at MCK.
We are thinking that a homeroom parent can help facilitate a great party for the
kids directly with the teacher. If you are interested in volunteering for
homeroom parent, please send an email to mckpfavicepres@gmail.com
• Square One – We are unable to do Square One this year due to the limited amount of
time art teachers would have to complete the project.

6. Executive Board Reports
a. Current Financials - Allison Devers read the report.
• This month income was just under $6,000. Approximately $1,100 in
donations, $1,000 in membership fees, $3,596 in grade level t-shirts, and
just over $400 in additional yearbook sales from 2019 – 2020.
1. Our only expense right now is the grade level t-shirt payment.
• We are looking at a few smaller fundraisers, such as Dine to Donate, so
we can be ready if some activities can resume in the spring.
Committee Chair Reports and Business
b. Sue Gaertner
• SPLC (Superintendent/Parent Liaison Committee) –There is a
meeting tomorrow. The agenda will cover Covid updates,
Blackboard, and NACA. Updates to follow.
• TAG (Traveling Art Gallery) – This will be continuing through the
Art Teachers this year. It is being coordinated so that each grade
will be sharing the same prints during each quarter. This will
ensure that students will not be seeing the same prints if they
shift between in-person and NACA.
• NAPAGE – NAPAGE is the parents gifted association. There was a
meeting on Monday with Dr. Sciullo in attendance. Most of the
questions were about the Board Meeting and students’ schedules.
a. There are 2 steps to get into GOAL, a screening followed
by an evaluation.

b. Dr. Sciullo is meeting with the team this week to see how
to proceed with screenings from March that were started,
but were not completed.
c. Any parent is permitted to request an evaluation.
d. Any parent is welcome to attend NAPAGE meetings
whether you have a gifted student or not.
c. Yearbook – There are still a handful of 2019-2020 yearbooks available, so please
feel free to reach out if you would like to order one.
a. We will be opening up the ordering for the 2020-2021
yearbooks earlier this year.
d. PFA physical items – If anyone is storing PFA related items from past committees
or events, please reach out and we can arrange for the items to be stored at
school in the PFA room.
7. PFA Meeting Date Change – The next PFA Meeting will move from November 4, to
November 11, at 9:15 AM. The change is due to Dr. Shute and all staff being available
on November 4, for the first day that students will arrive for full 5 day instruction.
8. Adjournment –President Jennifer Schroeder adjourned the meeting at 7:49 PM.
29 members were present. Quorum was met. Minutes respectfully submitted 10/12/20 by Teri Sheffler, McKnight PFA
Secretary
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5 Day In-Person
Instruction
What it could look like at McKnight

Important Dates
• October 6-11 - Re-registration confirmation for in-person or NACA
• November 4 - Elementary students return to full-time in person or
NACA

If 2-4 students or staff members in a building test positive for COVID-19 over a 14-day period, a
school may be forced to move to remote learning for 3-7 days to stop the spread of the virus.

School Bus
• There will be an average of 32
students on each elementary bus.
• Routes will take longer due to more
students.
• Seats may be shared.
• Siblings will sit together.
• Masks must be worn.

Drop-off & Pick-up

• Expect longer lines and an extended
wait for both mornings and
afternoons.
• AM Kindergarten will dismiss the
same way.
• PM Kindergarten drop-off will
operate the same as well.

Pick-up &
Drop-off
Area

Only buses permitted in this area
Recommended to
park in the NAI lot

Cafeteria

• 3 students per table; currently 2 per
table.
• Individual desks on the stage will be
used for all grade levels.
• Potential to have some students eat in
the classroom or in the gym.

Required to maintain 6’ of distance between students to allow for mask removal

Recess

• Will occur outside as much as
possible; bring a coat everyday.
• We hope to continue not having to
wear masks while outside.
• Indoor recess will require masks since
we cannot guarantee 6’ of space.

Teacher Assignments
• There is a potential that students could move classrooms and teachers
due to enrollment changes across the building and District.
• We are attempting to stay within the classroom size guidelines:
• K, 1st, 2nd - 24 students per class
• 3rd - 27 students per class
• 4th, 5th - 29 students per class

CURRENT ENROLLMENT PER CLASS:
Kindergarten - 5 sections (avg 18)
1st grade - 5 sections (avg 20)
2nd grade - 4 sections (avg 20)
3rd grade - 4 sections (avg 22)
4th grade - 3 sections (avg 26)
5th grade - 4 sections (avg 23)

Classrooms - 1st grade

Current Layout - approximately 10 students per cohort

Classrooms - 1st grade

Potential Layout - up to 24 students

Classrooms - 3rd grade

Current Layout - approximately 12 students per cohort

Classrooms - 3rd grade

Potential Layout - up to 27 students

Classrooms - 5th grade

Current Layout - approximately 13 students per cohort

Classrooms - 5th grade

Potential Layout - up to 29 students

HyFlex Instruction

Starting on November 4th
• Live streaming will continue for students who are quarantined or
displaying COVID-like symptoms.
• BlackBoard Collaborate will be on, however, the teacher’s priority will
be the in-person students.
• Lessons will not be recorded.

Schedules
• Students will follow the same schedule as during their in-person days.
• Lunch and recess will remain the same.
• Integrated Arts (grades 1-5) will be on Wednesday. Kindergarten will
have recess on Wednesday instead of a special.
• All special area teachers should remain the same if we do not add or lose
sections.
• Interventions will take place with some changes depending on student
movement and teacher availability.

